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OVERVIEW OF MARYLAND’S FRESH FOOD FINANCING INITIATIVE

House Bill 451, Titled, “Neighborhood Business Development Program - Financial Assistance for Food Deserts” passed in the 2014 Maryland General Assembly session, granted the Department of Housing and Community Development (“DHCD”) authority to expand financing under the Neighborhood BusinessWorks (formerly Neighborhood Business Development) program to provide financial assistance to small businesses including microenterprises located in designated Food Desert Areas for the purpose of offering fresh vegetables, fruits and other nutritious foods to local residents. HB 451 amends the Neighborhood BusinessWorks program by expanding the eligible geographic area to include designated Food Desert Areas that are located within a Priority Funding Area. HB 451 also established an Interagency Food Desert Advisory Committee (the “Advisory Committee”). Under the legislation, roles of the Advisory Committee include:

· Advise and make recommendations to DHCD on adoption of regulations related to food deserts projects
· Make recommendations to the Secretary of DHCD on applications for designating an area as a food desert
· Make recommendations for interagency coordination to reduce the number of food deserts and promote healthy food access for Maryland neighborhoods

HB 451 allows the Secretary of DHCD, upon the recommendation of the Advisory Committee, to designate Food Desert Areas according to specified criteria.

Food deserts are generally defined as communities that do not have easy access to healthy foods including fresh fruits and vegetables, typically in the form of a supermarket or grocery store.  DHCD initiatives that respond to this need include participation in the Maryland Fresh Food Retail Task Force (the “Task Force). DHCD participated in the Task Force in 2011-2012. The Task Force, comprised of more than 45 experts from government, public health, grocery retail, civic and community and economic development organizations, met to explore barriers to grocery store development in neighborhoods that lack access to nutritious foods. In 2012, the Task Force identified 10 policy recommendations for change at both the state and local levels. One of those recommendations was that, “[T]he State of Maryland should develop a new or expand an existing flexible business financing program that provides grants and loans to support the development, renovation and expansion of grocery stores and other stores that carry, or would want to carry healthy foods in underserved communities. 

DHCD responded to the Task Force recommendation by introducing HB 451 in the 2014 session of the Maryland General Assembly. HB 451 enhances the Neighborhood BusinessWorks program, a small business financing program administered by DHCD by giving the program greater flexibility to provide financing to food-related businesses in designated Food Desert Areas. HB 451 enhances the program by expanding the eligible geographic area from Sustainable Communities to also include designated food deserts that still would be located within a Priority Funding Area. 

Application Eligibility and Threshold Requirements

Local governments (municipal or county) are eligible to apply. 

All Food Desert designation applications must meet the following threshold requirements: 
1) Food Desert Area boundaries must be entirely within a Priority Funding Area (PFA) and should be indicative of a targeted approach; 
2) A local government resolution in support of the boundary designation should accompany the application or must be in process (all Food Desert Area designations will be contingent upon an executed local government resolution);
3) Applications must include a detailed map of the proposed Food Desert Area, including electronic Geographic Information System (GIS) shape files.

Applications that do not meet these threshold requirements will not be considered.

Application Evaluation

The Food Desert Designation application will be scored using the following 100-point framework:
· Food Desert Area Baseline Information (20 Points)
· Food Desert Elimination Plan (65 Points)
· Progress  Measures (15 Points)


Priority Funding Areas

All Food Desert Areas must be located entirely within Priority Funding Areas (PFAs).  Applicants can verify PFA boundaries by visiting the Maryland Department of Planning website at: http://www.mdp.state.md.us/OurProducts/pfamap.shtml

DHCD reserves the right to not consider incomplete applications. 

In addition to the hard copies of an application, all pictures and maps are to be submitted on a CD-ROM.  Pictures should be burned to the CD in a JPEG format and maps should be burned to the CD in a pdf format.  Please ALSO include GIS shapefiles of Food Desert area boundaries and other GIS related data.  Please label your files on the CD-ROM appropriately, i.e., “Proposed 2014 Food Desert Area Boundary,” “Current Neighborhood Conservation area Boundary,” etc.








Deliver Food Desert Designation Applications to:

Food Desert Area Application
ATTN: John Papagni
Division of Neighborhood Revitalization
Department of Housing and Community Development
2 North Charles Street, Suite 450
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-209-5800

Site Visits and Follow-up Discussion
During the application review process, the DHCD staff may make site visits and/or hold meetings with applicants. In addition, applicants may be contacted by DHCD for follow-up discussions prior to designation.

Approval 
Approval of applications will be made by the Secretary of Housing and Community Development.  DHCD staff will review applications and make recommendations to the DHCD Secretary.

Assistance with the Food Desert Area Designation
Instructions for Application ‘B’ Existing Community Legacy Areas


General Information-FD 2015
For questions related to application content, please contact John Papagni at 410-209-5807 or by email at john.papagni@maryland.gov. 
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I.  FOOD DESERT AREA APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name of Food Desert Area: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Applicant: 


Applicant’s Federal Identification Number:

Applicant’s Street Address: 

City:					County:			State:		Zip Code:

Phone Number:				Fax Number:			Web Address:


Food Desert Area Application Local Contact:

Name:						Title:

Address:					City:				State:		Zip Code:

Phone Number: 			Fax Number: 			E-mail Address:

Food Desert area Contact for Application Status:

Name:						Title:

Address:					City:				State:		Zip Code:

Phone Number: 			Fax Number: 			E-mail Address:














II. FOOD DESERT AREA BASELINE INFORMATION


A.	Proposed Food Desert Area(s):  20 points

(1)	Name of proposed Food Desert Area(s):___________

(2)	Provide a description of Food Desert area boundaries. In addition to the written description on-line, include as an attachment hard copies of the of the project location map.  Also include on a CD-ROM a pdf of the proposed Food Desert Area and a GIS shapefile of proposed Food Desert Area boundaries and other GIS related data, e.g., spreadsheet of detailed listing of parcels that form the project boundary.  Please also include on a CD-ROM, pictures of your Food Desert Area as it relates to your application. If applicable, label and show targeted areas within the boundaries. (Attachment 2)

(3)	Approximate number of acres within the Food Desert Area:____________

(4)	Other existing federal, state or local designations:
☐Sustainable Community ☐ Neighborhood Conservation Area ☐Main Street ☐Maple Street 
☐National Register Historic District ☐Local Historic District ☐ Arts & Entertainment District
☐State Enterprise Zone Special Taxing District ☐BRAC ☐ State Designated TOD
☐ Other(s):  	

(5) Prior Revitalization Investments & Smart Growth: 

(a) List and describe any significant State and local smart growth or revitalization related program investments (for instance, Community Legacy or Sustainable Community Rehab Tax Credit) that have been invested in the Area since the launching of Maryland’s Smart Growth initiative and programs in 1997 (including Housing investment).  What impact have these investments made in the community?

B.	Food Desert Area Baseline Information:  (20 points)

(1) Provide a description of the proposed Food Desert Area including:

(a) Availability or lack thereof of fresh fruit, vegetables, and other healthy foods in the area;

(b)  Income levels of local residents; 

(c)  Transportation needs of local residents and the availability of public transportation;

(d)  Any comments the applicant has received from other local governments or the community;

(e) Proximity to (in or near) a designated Sustainable Community

(f) Any additional information the applicant wishes to include.



C. Food Desert Elimination Plan (65 points)

(1) Describe your goals and strategies for eliminating the Food Desert(s) for which you are seeking designation.
(2) Describe your agency’s capacity to implement these strategies, and the capacity and role of partners.
(3) Describe the metrics by which you will measure progress.

(D.) Community Input and Engagement (15 points)

Describe the process used to seek and receive community input on the proposed Food Desert area, including the nature and extent of public support or opposition.  Attach any available reports.

Local Government Resolution - Sample
	Resolution of [INSERT Name of Local Governing Body] to designate the [INSERT Name/description of Community] as a Food Desert, pursuant to the attached Food Desert Area map, for approval by the Department of Housing and Community Development (the "Department") of the State of Maryland.

	WHEREAS, [INSERT Name of Local Governing Body] recognizes that there is a significant need for fresh fruit, vegetables, and other healthy foods in [INSERT Name of County/City]; and

	WHEREAS, [INSERT Name of Local Governing Body] proposes to (i) designate the area of [INSERT Name/description of Community] in [INSERT Name of County/City], as outlined on the attached map (the “Area”), as a Food Desert, and to (ii) adopt the Plan, as further described in the Application, for the purposes of increasing availability in the Area; and  
	
	WHEREAS, the Area is located within a priority funding area under Section 5-7B-02 of the Smart Growth Act; and
	WHEREAS, the applicable law and the Neighborhood BusinessWorks program regulations require a local government to submit an application to the Department in order to become a designated Food Desert Area. 

	NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, [INSERT Name of Local Governing Body] hereby (i) endorses the designation of the Area as a Food Desert Area.
 
	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the chief elected executive official is hereby requested to endorse this Resolution, indicating his or her approval by signature hereof; and,

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the following persons are hereby authorized to execute documents and take any action necessary to carry out the intent of these resolutions; 

Name				Office/Title				Signature

______________________	______________________	_____________________________
______________________	______________________	_____________________________
______________________	______________________	_____________________________

and,
	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, copies of this Resolution are sent to the Secretary of the Department of Housing and Community Development of the State of Maryland for consideration.

	READ AND PASSED THIS      day of       , 20     .

	BY ORDER:       , I hereby certify that Resolution Number       is true and correct and duly adopted by the      (Legislative Body) of       (City or County).
ATTEST/WITNESS:				[INSERT Name of Local Governing Body]	
____________________________________	By:___________________________________________
						Name:_________________________________________
						Title:__________________________________________
						Approved By:___________________________________
						Name:_________________________________________
						Title: _________________________________________
							[Chief elected executive official]
						Date:__________________________________________
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DISCLOSURE AUTHORIZATION AND CERTIFICATION

	The undersigned authorizes the Department of Housing and Community Development (the “Department”) to make such inquiries as necessary, including, but not limited to, credit inquiries, in order to verify the accuracy of the statements made by the applicant and to determine the creditworthiness of the applicant and the accuracy of the application.

	In accordance with Executive Order 01.01.1983.18, the Department advises you that certain personal information is necessary to determine eligibility for financial assistance.  Availability of this information for public inspection is governed by Maryland’s Access to Public Records Act, State Government Article, Section 10-611 et seq. of the Annotated Code of Maryland (the “Act”).  This information will be disclosed to appropriate staff of the Department or to public officials for purposes directly connected with administration of this financial assistance program for which its use is intended.  Such information may be shared with State, federal or local government agencies, which have a financial role in the project.  The applicant has the right to inspect, amend, or correct personal records in accordance with the Act.

	The Department intends to make available to the public the contents of the local governments’ Food Desert Area applications, including posting of entire applications on the DHCD website, use of such materials at presentations, training sessions, press releases, articles and other means of publication.  This information may be confidential under the Act.  If the applicant considers this information confidential and does not want it made available to the public, please indicate this objection in writing and attach the same to this application.

	The applicant agrees that not attaching an objection constitutes consent to the information being made available to the public as herein described, and a waiver of any rights the applicant may have regarding this information under the Act.

I have read and understand the above paragraph.  Applicant’s Initials:  __________

	Anyone who knowingly makes, or causes to be made, any false statement or report relative to this Application, for the purposes of influencing the action of the Department on such application, may become ineligible to receive State financial assistance, and is subject to other penalties authorized by law.

	The undersigned hereby certifies that s/he is authorized to enter into the agreements and certifications  contained herein and in the application, and further certifies that the information set herein and in any attachment in support hereof is true, correct, and complete to the best of his/her knowledge and belief.

	



	
	


     
	
	


     

	Authorized Signature
	
	Type Name and Title
	
	Date

	

	
	
	
	





CHECKLIST AND TABLE OF CONTENTS

APPLICANT:												

NAME OF FOOD DESERT AREA:						

Please review the checklist of attachments and furnish all of the attachments that are applicable. Contents of the notebook should be tabbed and organized as follows:

· Tab #1 Food Desert Area Applicant Information

· TAB #2 – Food Desert Area Baseline Information  

· TAB #3 – Food Desert Area: In addition to the narrative about the baseline information included in the Food Desert Area application, include a hard copy of the of the proposed Food Desert Area map in Tab 3.   

· TAB #4 – Local Support Resolution:  In addition to the local support resolution, please include any letters of support for the Food Desert Area application.  

· TAB #5 – Signed Food Desert Application Disclosure Authorization and Certification

· TAB #6 – CD-ROM: The CD-ROM should include the following contents:

· Map in pdf format of the proposed Food Desert area

· GIS shapefile of the proposed Food Desert Area boundaries and other GIS related data, e.g., spreadsheet of detailed listing of parcels that form the project boundary.  (If you have additional comments or questions about the GIS mapping requirements, please contact Brad Wolters, Senior GIS Specialist, DHCD, brad.wolters@maryland.gov.)

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Pictures (jpeg format) of the proposed Food Desert Area as it relates to the application. 
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