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What have we done

Broadband Infrastructure Funding by County
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Overall Broadband Funding By Program Are
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Emergency
Education

Grants, $225,595  Sustainability

Loan, $1,300,000

GEER Program, $8,022,814

/ Federal Appl.

Assistance, $1,432,559

Broadband
Expansion, $23,205,293
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Current OSB Programs

* Connect Maryland: Network Infrastructure
= Fund broadband Infrastructure Deployment

* Neighborhood Connect
= Funds expansion of existing broadband networks into neighborhoods lacking service

® Connected Communities
= Funds networks that provide free or very low cost service to covered populations

* Digital Inclusion
= Funds education related programs to expand the use of broadband

* Maryland Emergency Broadband Benefit
" Provides up to a $15 per month subsidy to eligible subscribers for broadband service

* Device Subsidy

= Provides a free laptop to eligible households
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Upcoming Programs

2 programs expected this summer

* Broadband for Public Housing
= Will provide funding to wire public housing units lacking a broadband connection

* Broadband for Difficult to Serve Premises

= Will provide grants to counties to help individual properties lacking broadband due to
excessive costs for deployment

* Plus a second round of device grants
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Broadband Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD)

* S42.5 Billion program being managed by the Federal Department of Commerce,
National Telecommunications Information Administration (NTIA)

= Each state will receive a minimum of S100 Million

= Final amounts will be determined by a ratio of the number of unserved locations in the state
vs. the US
= Requires a broadband plan with a 5 year implementation plan
> MD received S5 Million to create and implement the plan
= Requires community outreach and engagement
= Requires a workforce development plan
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Estimated timeline for proposal develop
BEAD
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Digital Equity Act

*$2.75 Billion program being managed by the Federal Department of Commerce,
National Telecommunications Information Administration (NTIA)

" Creates 3 programs
® S600 Million for planning — MD received $966,000
» Requires a 5 year DE plan
= 51.44 Billion for implementation
» Amounts based on formula for plan implementation
= $1.25 Billion for a competitive grant programs

* NTIA has just published the draft regulations for these programs and is accepting
comments through May 1, 2023.
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Digital Equity Timeline
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