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Overview of Sustainable Communities 

The Sustainable Communities Act of 2010 established a framework for reinvestment and revitalization of 
Maryland’s existing communities creating a single, locally designated geographic focus area.  Since that time 
the “Sustainable Communities” designation has provided an efficient means of targeting scarce public and 
private resources for multiple State agency investments and prioritizations. 

Purpose or Renewal and Streamlined Application 

The Sustainable Communities (SC) designation must be renewed every five years. This renewal application 
provides an opportunity for local governments to update their existing SC action plan and report on the 
accomplishments made over the past five years. Through the renewal process, local governments can request 
additional technical assistance and highlight any areas from the original action plan for which progress must 
still be made. 

Application Eligibility and Threshold Requirements 

Local governments (municipal or county) are eligible to apply.  

Eligible applicants are to reconvene their Sustainable Communities Workgroup to discuss the 
accomplishments and challenges of their Sustainable Community Action Plans in addition to any update they 
may like to make to the Action Plan.  The applicant may choose to select new members to participate in the 
Workgroup.  The purpose of this workgroup is to continue and reinforce working relationships and 
collaborations among local governmental departments and better align community development priorities and 
strategies.  In addition, this is an opportunity to assess if the Workgroup would like technical assistance from 
State government agencies to implement certain action items or develop strategies to address local challenges.   

Threshold Requirements 

All Sustainable Community applications must meet the following threshold requirements:  

1) Sustainable Community Area boundaries must be entirely within a Priority Funding Area (PFA) and should 
be an area in need of renewal and reinvestment that would benefit from a targeted long-term strategy. 
Applicants can verify Priority Funding Area boundaries by visiting the MDP website at: 
http://www.mdp.state.md.us/OurProducts/pfamap.shtml  ;  

2) The proposed Sustainable Community is within or near a town center or transportation center, or there is a 
need for financing assistance for small businesses, nonprofit organizations or microenterprises; 

3) The updated Plan must be consistent with other existing community or comprehensive plans; 

4) A Sustainable Communities Workgroup is re-convened and a roster of members should be provided with the 
application. 
 
Applications that do not meet these threshold requirements will not be considered. 
 
Application Submission and Evaluation 
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The Sustainable Community application will be evaluated based on thorough assessment of strengths and 
weaknesses and how well desired outcomes, strategies and action steps are connected to the local conditions.    

The first printed page of the electronic application is a Table of Contents. This should also serve as a checklist 
and be used to provide corresponding tabs. In addition to the hard copies of an application, all pictures and 
maps are to be submitted on a CD-ROM, or send via email to the Sustainable Communities project management 
team. Pictures should be in a JPEG format and maps should be in a pdf format.  Please also include GIS 
shapefiles of Sustainable Community boundaries and other GIS related data.   

Incomplete applications will not be accepted. 

Deliver Sustainable Community Applications to: 

Sustainable Community Application 
ATTN: Olivia Ceccarelli-McGonigal 

Division of Neighborhood Revitalization 
Department of Housing and Community Development 

2 N Charles Street, Suite 450 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

410-209-5826 
 

Site Visits. Follow-up Discussion, Technical Assistance 
 
Attendance at a minimum of one application consultation session is mandatory for all applicants.  Consult with 
Olivia Ceccarelli-McGonigal at 410-298-5826 or by email at olivia.ceccarelli@maryland.gov if you would like 
to schedule a meeting. 
 
During the application review process, the review team may make site visits and/or hold meetings with 
applicants. In addition, applicants may be contacted by the Department for follow-up discussions prior to 
awards. 
 
When needed, the Department may offer technical assistance, in collaboration with the Maryland Department of 
Planning, to local governments with limited capacity to prepare their Sustainable Communities applications.   
 
Approval  
 

Approval of applications will be made by the Governor’s Smart Growth Coordinating Committee on the 
recommendation of an inter-agency review team.  The review team is coordinated by the Department of 
Housing and Community Development.  The Governor’s Smart Growth Coordinating Committee can defer the 
approval of a Sustainable Communities renewal to the Governor’s Smart Growth Subcabinet.  
 
All questions related to the application, please contact Olivia Ceccarelli-McGonigal at 410-209-5826 or by 
email at olivia.ceccarelli@maryland.gov or your regional project manager, found at this link: 
https://dhcd.maryland.gov/Communities/Documents/SRP/PM-Map-ContactInfo.pdf 
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RENEWAL APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 

The Sustainable Communities application for renewal has three sections: 

A. Contact information, General Information, Organizational Capacity:   
In this section, applicants are asked to update their contact information, provide information 

about demographic shifts over the past five years, discuss the strengths and weaknesses of their 
Sustainable Communities workgroup and share any technical assistance needs the workgroup may 
have.   

 
B. Report on accomplishments over past five years: 

The report is an opportunity to reflect on any accomplishments achieved in the Sustainable 
Community area.  It is a tool used to evaluate if the SC applicant achieved its intended outcomes, 
implemented the strategies initially envisioned and identify what resources were used.  Renewal 
applicants are encouraged to discuss how priorities, actions, and objectives were or were not 
achieved across the six elements listed on the previous page (v), including how any of the elements 
may have interrelated during the five initial years of SC designation. 

 
C. Sustainable Communities Action Plan Update: 

The Sustainable Communities Action Plan has been revised so that it is less time consuming and 
focused on developing a strategic implementation plan.  Renewal applicants are encouraged to use 
their previous Sustainable Communities applications as a basis for their updated Action Plan.  You 
may identify which weaknesses have not yet been addressed or which strategies have not yet been 
implemented.  Include your revitalization priorities for the next five years, basing them on your 
community’s current strengths and weaknesses. 
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Additional Guidance for Developing the Sustainable Communities Action Plan 

III. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN UPDATE 

The Sustainable Community Action Plan (SC Plan or Plan) is meant to be a multi-year investment strategy – a 
strategic set of revitalization initiatives and projects that local partners believe will increase the economic 
vitality and livability of their community, increase prosperity for local households and improve the health of the 
surrounding environment. The Plan should be flexible enough to be updated regularly and renewed every five 
years as the community envisions new goals. The priority initiatives and projects identified in the action plan 
are your priorities for improving the livability of community places -- residential, commercial, or other public or 
private properties – and the sustainability of new work, retail, recreational and housing opportunities for 
residents. At the same time, the plan should only discuss the strategies that will impact the geographic area 
targeted for revitalization, so that resources have the best opportunity to have the intended effect. These projects 
can also be designed to reduce the environmental impact of the community through water and energy resource 
conservation and management strategies. In this way, the Plan can be a road map for local stakeholders as well 
as State agencies to work together to create a more a livable and sustainable community.  

All communities submitted an SC Plan when the community earned its original designation. Some applicants 
may want to take advantage of the designation renewal process to outline new strategies, set new priorities or 
reaffirm existing strategies for their Sustainable Community. Changes to SC Plans may be due to changes in 
external factors affecting the community or changes in the priorities of the applicant. 

Action Plan Guidance 

The Action Plan section has been broken down into the same six categories as the Comprehensive Assessment 
section of this document. These parts address key components of your Sustainable Community Action Plan. 
Follow the guidelines below to fill out the matrix. 

1) For each of the different sections, pinpoint essential strengths and weaknesses of your community. 
Example Transportation: Strength - Good sidewalk connectivity. Weakness - Insufficient amount of 
downtown parking. 
 

2) Based on those strengths and weaknesses, formulate specific outcomes that address the most 
pressing issues or greatest potentials. Include a means of measuring the success of said outcome. 
Example Economy: Outcome – Expand broadband fiber optics in Town. Progress Measure - Linear 
measurement of fiber laid and number of residential and business connections. 
 

3) After defining the outcomes, list detailed strategies (break down to several action steps if needed) 
that will serve as the means to achieve those goals. Example Economy: Strategy - Increase number of 
Town sponsored events  Develop with community input, a series of weekend events that the Town 
could host.  
 

4) List potential partners that can support the successful implementation of these strategies through 
different types of resources. Example Economy: DHCD (Community Legacy program), Small 
Business Administration (Services and financial assistance) etc. 
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CHECKLIST AND TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

APPLICANT: City of Aberdeen         

NAME OF SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY: Aberdeen Sustainable Community  

 

Please review the checklist of attachments and furnish all of the attachments that are applicable. 
Contents of the application should be tabbed and organized as follows: 
 
☒Section A - Sustainable Community Renewal Applicant Information 

☒Section B – Sustainable Community Renewal Report (Projects, Strategies and Partners) 

☒Section C – Sustainable Community Renewal Action Plan Update (Matrix) 

☒Section D – Sustainable Communities Workgroup Roster 

☒Section E – Signature Letter (acknowledging Disclosure Authorization and Certification) 

☒Section F – CD-ROM: The CD-ROM should include the following contents: 

• If requesting a boundary modification, map in pdf format of the proposed Sustainable Community 

• GIS shapefiles of the modified Sustainable Community boundary (if requesting a modification) 
and other GIS related data 

• Photos (jpeg format) of your accomplished projects of the last five years (as indicated in Section B) 

• Digital copy of completed Sustainable Communities Renewal Application 
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two vacant units and attracting tenants has been difficult. The zoning of the added parcels is M-1, light 
industrial and B-3, Highway Commercial. 

 
(2) Include the following in as an attachment (if requesting a modification to your current boundary):  
 

a. PDF or JPEG of modified Sustainable Communities boundary map,  
b. GIS shapefiles of modified Sustainable Community boundary (mapped to the parcel 

boundary),  
 

(3) Approximate number of acres of entire SC Area: 942.69 acres 
 

(4) Existing federal, state or local designations: 
 ☒Main Street  ☐Maple Street  
☐National Register Historic District  ☐Local Historic District  ☐ Arts & Entertainment District 
☒State Enterprise Zone Special Taxing District  X☐BRAC  ☒ State Designated TOD 
☐ Other(s):   

 
(5) Describe the SC Area’s current demographic trends (with respect to age, race, household size, 

household income, educational attainment, number of housing units, or other relevant factors).  How 
have demographics changed in the last five years? 

 
 
The SC Area is made up of three census tracts: 3024, 3029.01, and 3029.02. The demographic trends 
were identified through the American Community Survey 5-year Estimates 2015-2019.  
 
The total 2019 population of the three census tracts combined is 10,724, which is a 3% increase from 
2015. The white population makes up 58% of the SC area, the black population is 30%, Asian 
population is 4%, 3% is some other race, and 6% of the population is two or more races. The only two 
major changes in racial profile within the SC area from 2015 to 2019 is the Asian population, which 
increased by 46% and the percent of individuals that are two or more races, which increased by 24%.  
 
In 2019, there were 4,710 housing units in all three census tracts, which is a 4% increase from 2015. The 
average housing price is $185,267, which is an 11% increase from the 2015 average price. There was a 
40% increase in the total number of vacant housing units from 2015 to 2019. Homeownership increased 
by 1% and renter-occupied housing units decreased by 1%.  
 
The median household income of the three census tracts is $54,088, which is an increase of 28% from 
2015. The 2019 unemployment rate was 8%, which is a decrease of 41% from 2015.  

 
B. Organizational Structure, Experience and Public Input:  
 

(1) Describe any changes to the Applicant’s organizational structure. Specifically, how has membership 
of the Sustainable Communities Workgroup changed in the last five years? Who are/were the 
leaders, and how will/did the Workgroup advisor or staff manage implementation of the SC Area 
Plan? 

 
 



Sustainable Communities Renewal Application - Section B 
 

9 
 

The past Sustainable Communities Workgroup included Patrick McGrady, Mayor and the Aberdeen 
City Council; Randy Robertson, City Manager; Phyllis Grover, Director of Planning and Community 
Development; and the Economic Development Commission with the Tom Fidler as the Chairman. The 
SC Workgroup has changed in the following capacity: 1) new City Council members- Adam Hiob and 
Jason Kolligs; 2) Stefani Spector, Senior Planner and Sydnie Trionfo, Planning Assistant were added to 
the Department of Planning and Community Development and are part of the work group; 3) Vickie 
Horne, Main Street Coordinator and Jennifer Tuer, Main Street Assistant were added as Department of 
Planning and Community Development staff and are part of the SC workgroup; 4) the Chairman of the 
Economic Development Commission is Steve Horne; 5) Patrick McGrady is the Acting City Manager/ 
Mayor.  
 
Phyllis Grover, Director of Planning and Community Development and Patrick McGrady, Acting City 
Manager/Mayor will manage the workgroup and lead the implementation of the SC Area Plan.  
 

 
(2) What have been the strengths and challenges of the capacity of the Sustainable Communities 

Workgroup with respect to implementation of the SC Plan? 
 

  The challenge has been with turnover of the Aberdeen City Council and garnering support of the 
             revitalization strategies outlined in the SC Action Plan of the U.S. Route 40 corridor and Main Street. 
             In addition, feedback from the workgroup has been minimal. The strengths of the workgroup is a focus 
             on the Main Street initiative and Transit Oriented Development (TOD) area.  
 

 
(3) How did residents and other stakeholders in the community provide input to the Sustainable 

Communities Action Plan update?  On which existing local plans (comprehensive plans, economic 
development plans, sector plans, etc.) is the Sustainable Communities Action Plan based?  
 
The SC Action Plan is based on the TOD Master Plan, 2011 Comprehensive Plan, Main Street 
Designation, and Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Station Square Feasibility Study. Aberdeen 
residents, businesses, and stakeholders were heavily involved in the adoption of all above studies 
and plans. In addition, the City is currently updating the 2011 Comprehensive Plan, and three 
community visioning sessions have occurred. The feedback from the community visioning 
workshops have been incorporated into the SC Action Plan update.  
 

 
(4) Would you like any technical assistance from State agencies to help expand the capacity of your SC 

Workgroup or implement your SC plan?  Please describe with which revitalization strategies you 
would like assistance. 
 
The City of Aberdeen would like technical assistance on economic revitalization in the Main Street 
and U.S. Route 40 Corridor and to obtain funding for the Transit Oriented Development (TOD) - 
Station Square improvements. The city has requested a letter of support and inclusion in the 
FY2022-2025 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) with Secretary of 
Transportation James Ports.  Aberdeen must be included in the STIP to receive federal funding for 
the proposed TOD Station Square improvements. 
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SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY RENEWAL REPORT 
PART I: QUALITATIVE ASSESSMENT 

 

Purpose:  
The purpose of this assessment is to capture significant projects/ improvements that have been completed since 
the approval of your local government’s Sustainable Communities designation.  
 
In relation to the goals stated in your local government’s Sustainable Community Action Plan, please highlight 
at least three major accomplishments from the last five years, including how you achieved them. When 
writing your narrative, consider the questions below and refer to the six elements discussed in the General 
Information section of this document (page iv) – Environment, Economy, Transportation, Housing, Quality of 
Life, and Land Use/Local Planning. 
 

1) Outcome: Which outcomes identified in your Sustainable Community plan were you able to achieve? 
2) Projects: Which projects did you implement in order to achieve the outcome?  Also indicate when you 

started and completed these projects.  
3) Partners: With whom (i.e. state agencies, local stakeholders) did you partner to complete projects? 
4) Impact: What kind of measurable impact did the achieved outcome have on your community? Are there 

other intangible benefits? 
5) Photos: Please also include pictures that depict your accomplishments. 

 
[EXAMPLE] Descriptive Narrative: Please list the most significant accomplishments that apply 

Example – Accomplishment 1 
Outcome: Improved stormwater management 
 
Projects: 
Project 1: Stormwater Retrofit Plan – In October 2014, the Town Council approved the Town’s stormwater retrofit 
plan which outlines various strategies and capital budget expenditures over the next five years.  Strategies include 
reducing the amount of impervious surface in the community and improving stormwater management. One of the 
plan recommendations is to pass an ordinance that assesses an environmental protection fee on municipal permits.  
 
Project 2: Green Streets – The Town added green elements to approximately 600 linear feet of roadway that had 
been experiencing severe flooding.  Specifically, bioswales were constructed and trees were planted.   
 
Partners:  
Chesapeake Bay Trust – provided technical assistance  
MD DHCD – provided financial assistance in form of a Community Legacy grant (totaling $50,000).  
 
Impact: The implementation of the projects had a significant impact on the community by improving stormwater 
runoff.  The streets with the newly constructed bioswales no longer experience flooding.   
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Descriptive Narrative: Please list the most significant accomplishments that apply. 

Accomplishment 1:  
Outcome: Improved Environmental Impacts of development in the City 
Projects: 
 
1. Amendments to development review: The Department of Public Works (DPW) now requires three phases of 
review for stormwater management for new and redevelopment activity to include concept plan submission for 
preliminary site plan, preliminary stormwater management review, and final stormwater management review.  
 
2. MS4 and Stormwater Management Education Program: The Department of Public Works (DPW) held 
numerous public workshops to educate and inform the Aberdeen community on stormwater management and MS4 
requirements.  The DPW presented budget requests to the elected officials to implement the MS4 Program.  They 
also created several informational brochures on educating the community about pollutants entering storm drains 
and roadside ditches which impact streams, rivers, and the Chesapeake Bay.  They created a doorhanger 
indicating when a resident has illegally dumped and pollutants providing guidance instead of a violation notice. 
 
3. The City’s Department of Public Works and Department of Planning and Community Development provided 
updates and adopted the following Ordinances that improve the environmental impacts of development:  
Ordinance #14-O-04 and Ordinance #17-0-12 Grading and Erosion and Sediment Control; Ordinance #16-O-03 
Floodplain Management; Ordinance #16-O-17 Forest Conservation; Ordinance No. 18-O-22 Wellhead 
Protection; and Ordinance #18-O-25 Stormwater Management. 
 
 
Partners: 
Aberdeen Department of Public Works- Provides Stormwater Management Review and facilitated the public 
education sessions 
Maryland Department of the Environment- Oversees MS4 in the City 
Harford Community College- Provided the Stormwater Management Education series  
 
 
Impact: Improved awareness of stormwater management within the City and increased review of stormwater 
management for development led to more detection of illegal discharge and instilled confidence from MDE in the 
City’s ability to delegate the stormwater management program.  
Accomplishment 2: 
Outcome: Expanded multi-modal transportation and transit opportunities  
Projects: 
 
1. Bus Shelter Installation: Four new bus shelters were placed in the following locations: U.S. Route 40 Train 
Station, Aberdeen Avenue and East Bel Air Avenue, Michael Lane and Old Post Road, and U.S. Route 40 
Walmart. A second bus shelter was added to the U.S. Route 40 Train Station location due to increased ridership 
on the Harford Transit LINK. 
 
2. Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) Grant: The City received a TAP grant for the Aberdeen MARC 
Station Connectivity Enhancement Project in the amount of $700,000 in January 2018 with contributions from 
Harford County Government and MDOT MTA. The grant will be used to improve the pedestrian and bicycle 
connectivity around the Aberdeen MARC/Amtrak Train Station. Enhancements will include new public sidewalks, 
hardscape, lighting, landscaping, seating, and pedestrian and ADA upgrades around the Train Station and transit 
stop. 
 
Partners: Harford County Transit- Aided with the Bus Shelters and TAP Grant 
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MDOT SHA- Provided technical and financial assistance on the TAP Grant 
MDOT MTA- Provided technical and financial assistance on the TAP Grant 
Aberdeen DPW- Aided on the bus shelters  
Harford County Office of Community and Economic Development- Provided financial assistance on the TAP 
Grant 
 
 
Impact: The bus shelters and TAP Grant will improve the transit waiting area for commuters, enhance 
accessibility around the train station, promote multi-modal connections, and encourage residents to utilize public 
transportation.  

Accomplishment 3:  
Outcome: Improved business environment and economic development opportunities  
Projects:  
 
1) Advertisement of Opportunity Zone: The City has one census tract designated as an Opportunity Zone, which 
is in the Sustainable Community Area. The city worked with the Maryland Department of Commerce and DHCD 
to advertise the Opportunity Zone. One investor took advantage of the Opportunity Zone by purchasing and 
renovating the Parke Street Apartments located at 114-118 S. Parke Street.  
 
2) New Business Incentives: The City passed two new business incentives for the Transit Oriented Development 
(TOD) area, which is in the SC Area. The new business incentives offer a real property tax credit on the total 
assessed value of the property available for commercial property owners, and a water/sewer connection charge 
waiver available to commercial and residential property owners. The City’s water and sewer area connection 
charges are $17,500 so this incentive is advantageous to the property owners. 
 
3) Expansion of the Greater Aberdeen/Havre de Grace Enterprise Zone: The Enterprise Zone was expanded in 
2017, which led to a $1M capital investment from Prost German Restaurant.  
 
4) The City received the following awards from the MD DHCD for the Strategic Demolition and Community 
Legacy Programs to improve our business environment, assist our business and property owners, and create 
economic development opportunities in the SC and Transit Oriented Development (TOD) area:  FY2016 Strategic 
Demolition $100,000 for acquisition and demolition of 21 N. Philadelphia Blvd., FY2017 Strategic Demolition 
$100,000 for hazardous materials abatement at 34 N. Philadelphia Blvd., FY2016 Community Legacy for the 
Façade Improvement Program (FIP) - $50,000, FY2017 Community Legacy for the FIP - $50,000, FY2018 
Community Legacy for the FIP - $50,000, FY2019 Community Legacy for the FIP - $50,000, FY2019 Community 
Legacy for Mural enhancements at the Aberdeen Train Station - $30,000, FY2020 Community Legacy for the FIP 
- $55,000, FY2021 Community Legacy for the Phase I Improvements at 34 N. Philadelphia Blvd. - $100,000, and 
FY2022 Community Legacy for the FIP - $50,000.  Since 2016, the City has provided the Community Legacy FIP 
to assist 30 businesses. 
 
Partners: Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development- Provided technical assistance of the 
Opportunity Zone 
Maryland Department of Commerce- Approves Enterprise Zone Applications 
Harford County Government- Approves Enterprise Zone Applications  
Private Investors- Funded majority of the new business and redevelopment efforts.   
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Impact: The incentives created new private investment, new businesses, and redevelopment in the SC Area.  

Descriptive Narrative: Please use this section to describe any major outcomes or projects from 
your last Sustainable Communities Action Plan that have NOT been accomplished and why. 

Outcome: Retail Recruitment  
 
 
Narrative:  
 
The City hired MacKenzie Commercial Real Estate Services to assist with preparing a marketing brochure, data 
collection and analysis, and assist with attracting new business activity.  Unfortunately, the new businesses 
located along MD 22 and Beards Hill Road.  Additionally, the City’s Department of Planning and Community 
Development staff added several updates to the website for business attraction and economic development 
purposes.   

Outcome: Improve Pedestrian and Bicycle Connectivity  
 
 
Narrative:  
 
The City has recently prioritized pedestrian and bicycle connectivity and is working on improvements 
surrounding the Aberdeen MARC/Amtrak Train Station. However, lack of adequate funding sources and state-
owned roads have prevented the city from broadening pedestrian and bicycle connectivity throughout the city and 
SC Area.  

The City is partnering with Harford County Government and the Baltimore Metropolitan Council (BMC) to 
develop a multi-modal concept plan for a 5.1-mile segment of US 40 (Pulaski Highway) in Harford County, 
Maryland between Havre de Grace and Aberdeen.  The primary goals include; develop a multimodal concept 
plan that can guide the development of a cohesive and low stress facility, evaluate options for the separation of 
multimodal facilities from motor vehicle traffic, create typical cross sections, identify the relationship of the 
concept plan with other modes of travel, develop an implementation and maintenance strategy, and identify 
funding opportunities and wayfinding/branding strategies. 
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This document will be used for program specific construction projects and may be used to guide design standards 
for future development along the corridor. This task was identified in the Baltimore Regional Transportation 
Board’s Fiscal Year 2022 Unified Planning Work Program with a consultant budget of $100,000.  Proposals are 
due to the BMC in March 2022. 

The City’s 2022 Comprehensive Plan update will also include identifying areas to improve pedestrian and bicycle 
connections throughout Aberdeen. 

 

Outcome: Increase public awareness and support for a new Aberdeen Library  
 
 
Narrative: Since the last SC Action Plan, the focus has shifted toward a new activity center for the city. The 
Harford County Public Library- Aberdeen Branch has renovated the existing library and expanded opportunities 
for children’s learning. There are currently no additional funds programmed for the Harford County Public 
Library – Aberdeen Branch. 
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SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY RENEWAL REPORT 
PART II: COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT 

Purpose: 
The purpose of the comprehensive assessment is to capture indicators of accomplishments in each Sustainable 
Community. Indicators should reflect the five year time period since the adoption of the Sustainable 
Communities Action Plan. Thus, the following questions focus on the common outcomes that were identified in 
the various Sustainable Community Action Plans approved by the State. The assessment will be grouped in the 
sections of Environment, Economy, Transportation, Housing, Quality of Life, and Land Use. 
 
Please answer the following questions to the best of your knowledge. 
Check “YES” if applicable to your community. If you answer “YES” please quantify the accomplishment (i.e. 
Q: Has there been an increase in the number of businesses in your Main Street/commercial district? A:  YES 4 
new businesses have opened in the past five years). If necessary, please also provide a short description of the 
accomplishment.   
 
Please check “NO” if the question item did not have any impact on your community. If you answer “NO” 
please briefly summarize what kept you from achieving your plan’s desired outcomes. 
Check “N/A”, if the question item does not apply to your Sustainable Community.  
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3. Have there been any
developments hindered by
growth constraints?

X The City does not have any growth restraints within the SC Area. There is adequate 
water and sewer capacity and adequate road infrastructure to support growth in the SC 
area.  

4. Have there been any zoning
or any policy changes that
have fostered growth in your
Sustainable Community?

X The City amended the zoning code to permit breweries, distilleries, and wineries in the 
TOD, B-2, B-3, M-1, and IBD zoning districts in order to attract a brewery in the Main 
Street area. Apartments were added as a permitted use in the B-3 zoning district. 
Parking requirements were waived in the TOD area.  

5. Have there been any
significant improvements to
the municipal infrastructure
within the Sustainable
Community (i.e. street
lighting, water/sewer lines)?

X MDOT SHA completed a road improvement project on W. Bel Air Avenue which 
included resurfacing  the road, installing crosswalks, and traffic calming measures. 
MDOT SHA also completed road improvement projects on U.S. Route 40, MD 715, 
and MD-7. The City of Aberdeen utilized CDBG funds for new light fixtures and 
upgraded LED lighting around Festival Park and on West Bel Air Avenue. As a result 
of the MDOT SHA project, there were storm drain improvements on West Bel Air 
Avenue to improve drainage and reduce flooding on the roadway.  

OTHER: 
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The City of Aberdeen is seeking funding for the Aberdeen Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Station Square project for site acquisition, 
demolition, preliminary architectural and engineering design. The ultimate goal is to have the Station Square project constructed, the existing 
pedestrian overpass removed, all ADA barriers remove, and a new pedestrian underpass constructed next to the Aberdeen Train Station to improve 
the pedestrian connectivity on the east and west side of the station so that residents can access the multi-modal transportation hub and employment 
opportunities. There is minimal state funding to implement the planning, design, and construction phases of this project.  The city is seeking 
federal funding opportunities to plan, design, and construct the Station Square project. 



Sustainable Community Action Plan 
Name of Sustainable Community 

Aberdeen Sustainable Community 
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