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Sustainable Communities Renewal Application - Section A
I. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY – General Information
A. Sustainable Community Boundary and Description
(1) Are you requesting any changes to your Sustainable Community boundary? Describe why or why
not?
No boundary changes are being requested and no need for changes has been identified.
(2) Include the following in as an attachment (if requesting a modification to your current boundary):
a. PDF or JPEG of modified Sustainable Communities boundary map,
b. GIS shapefiles of modified Sustainable Community boundary (mapped to the parcel
boundary),
(3) Approximate number of acres of entire SC Area:__2700______
(4) Existing federal, state or local designations:
☐Main Street ☐Maple Street
☐National Register Historic District X Local Historic District ☐ Arts & Entertainment District
X State Enterprise Zone Special Taxing District ☐BRAC ☐ State Designated TOD
X Other(s): Federal/State Opportunity Zone
(5) Describe the SC Area’s current demographic trends (with respect to age, race, household size,
household income, educational attainment, number of housing units, or other relevant factors). How
have demographics changed in the last five years.
The Brooklyn Park area has not experienced significant shifts in key demographic indicators over
recent years, based on American Community Survey data from 2013 through 2016. The largest age
cohorts are for persons 25 to 44 years old, followed by those 45 to 64 years old, with the median age
ranging from 34 to 39 years across all five census tracts. Roughly 25% of the population is under 18
years of age, and roughly 10% is 65 years or older. This age distribution is similar to that seen
Countywide.
With regard to race, in 2016 approximately 69% of the population was white, 19% Black or African
American, 4% Asian, and 8% other races or two or more races. The racial distribution is similar to
that seen Countywide, although the County has a slightly higher percentage of White residents.
Median household incomes in Brooklyn Park tend to be lower than in the County as a whole.
Median household incomes across all Brooklyn Park census tracts ranged from roughly $49,800 to
$68,400 in the five year period preceding 2013. This compared to the Countywide median of
$87,400 in the same period. In 2016, the median household income in Brooklyn Park was just over
$56,000 compared to a Countywide median of roughly $92,000.
Educational attainment levels are also somewhat lower in Brooklyn Park than those seen
Countywide. Roughly 7% of Brooklyn Park residents have earned a Bachelor’s degree, compared
with 22% in the County, and less than 2% of residents in Brooklyn Park have earned a Master’s
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degree compared to 11% Countywide. Approximately one-third of Brooklyn Park residents have
earned a High School diploma as their highest educational attainment.
In 2016 the poverty rate in Brooklyn Park was approximately 17% compared to a rate of 6%
Countywide.
B. Organizational Structure, Experience and Public Input:
(1) Describe any changes to the Applicant’s organizational structure. Specifically, how has membership
of the Sustainable Communities Workgroup changed in the last five years? Who are/were the
leaders, and how will/did the Workgroup advisor or staff manage implementation of the SC Area
Plan?
The former Brooklyn Park Revitalization Committee expired in 2013 with a change in County
Administration. In 2015 a group of stakeholders in Brooklyn Park, as well as in the neighboring
communities of Brooklyn and Curtis Bay in Baltimore, joined with Strong City Baltimore to form an
alliance under the new Baltimore Regional Neighborhood Initiative. This committee involved
numerous stakeholders representing local businesses, communities, non-profit organizations, and
governmental entities with a focus on revitalization and reinvestment in the greater community.
More recently, this effort has re-organized under the Greater Baybrook Alliance (GBA) which serves
as the local community development organization for the area. The GBA includes a Steering
Committee and various task forces which have conducted an extensive amount of community
outreach over recent years, and has focused on a range of initiatives including many that contribute
to the goals and outcomes in the Sustainable Community Action Plan. An additional workgroup was
formed to assist in development of the 2018 Sustainable Community Renewal Application. This
workgroup includes representatives from the GBA, Arundel Community Development Services,
Anne Arundel County Office of Planning and Zoning, Anne Arundel Economic Development
Corporation, the Chesapeake Arts Center, the North County Chamber of Commerce, and several
local communities including Brooklyn Heights, Arundel Village, Arundel Gardens, Pumphrey, and
Belle Grove.
(2) What have been the strengths and challenges of the capacity of the Sustainable Communities
Workgroup with respect to implementation of the SC Plan?
The range of stakeholders involved, representing communities, businesses, and government entities,
has been a strength of the workgroup. Additional technical assistance and funding sources would
serve to reduce some of the challenges toward implementation.
(3) How did residents and other stakeholders in the community provide input to the Sustainable
Communities Action Plan update? On which existing local plans (comprehensive plans, economic
development plans, sector plans, etc.) is the Sustainable Communities Action Plan based?
Input was provided through workgroup meetings. The Action Plan is based on: 1) the Greater
Baybrook Vision and Action Plan; 2) the 2009 General Development Plan, which is undergoing an
update in 2018-19; 3) the Consolidated Plan (FY2016-2020); and the Brooklyn Park Small Area
Plan.
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(4) Would you like any technical assistance from State agencies to help expand the capacity of your SC
Workgroup or implement your SC plan? Please describe with which revitalization strategies you
would like assistance.
Technical assistance in applying for MDOT funding programs (Community Safety and
Enhancement Program, Sidewalk Retrofit Program) for projects related to pedestrian and bicycle
connectivity would be beneficial.
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SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY RENEWAL REPORT
PART I: QUALITATIVE ASSESSMENT
Descriptive Narrative: Please list the most significant accomplishments that apply.
Accomplishment 1: Rehabilitation of Residential Housing
Outcome: Aging and deteriorating rowhomes have been transformed to provide quality affordable housing
options for low to moderate income households.
Projects:
Property Rehabilitation and Acquisition Program – Since 2013, 19 residential properties were acquired,
rehabilitated, and rented to qualifying households (those earning 80% of AMI or less) in the Brooklyn Heights
and Arundel Village communities. An additional six residential units are in the process of being rehabilitated as
rental units. Twelve owner-occupied units were also rehabilitated over the past five years using this program.
Partners:
Arundel Community Development Services, Inc. - provides program administration and project management
services.
DHCD – provided financial assistance through Community Legacy and Baltimore Regional Neighborhood
Initiative grant funds ($550,000 through Community Legacy in FY14-FY16 and $575,000 through BRNI in
FY17-18).
Additional funding for this program was provided through State Neighborhood Conservation Initiative Funds,
MD Lead Paint Funds, and Federal CDBG Funds.
Impact: This program serves to reduce the appearance of blighted residential blocks, encourages stable
households to locate in the community, provides a needed stock of affordable housing, and helps to promote
additional private investment in residential units.

Accomplishment 2: Improvements to the Ritchie Highway Commercial District
Outcome: The primary commercial corridor along Ritchie Highway has experienced some improvements in
appearance and economic vitality through redevelopment and revitalization of select sites.
Projects:
Within the past five years, the following redevelopment or renovation projects have been completed or are near
completion:
Woodfall Greens (Patapsco Place) – This project involved demolition and redevelopment of the vacant and
blighted former Southview Shopping Center into 230 residential apartments and commercial pad sites. Enterprise
Homes is the developer of the residential component, and the County was able to offer some financial incentives
in the form of reduced development impact fees due to the marketing rate of the rental units. The project is under
construction and will provide quality workforce housing units.
Waterview Urgent Care – This project converted an older and underutilized commercial building into a new 4,000
SF medical office building.
Brooklyn Park Plaza – The project included demolition of a former vacant retail store and redevelopment with a
new Auto Zone store as well as improved signage. The developer received financial assistance from the County
through its Commercial Revitalization Tax Credit program.
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Business Renovations – Other private business renovations along Ritchie Highway recently have included
improvements to a McDonalds restaurant and a Dunkin Donuts store.
Partners:
Enterprise Homes – developer of the Woodfall Greens apartments.
Anne Arundel County – provided property tax credits for commercial redevelopment.
Private business owners and developers – made improvements to various commercial properties.
Impact: These projects collectively serve to improve both the appearance and the economic vitality of the main
commercial corridor in Brooklyn Park. They have built on earlier redevelopment projects including the Shoppers
Food Warehouse and Walgreens stores, and are creating a synergy for more reinvestment in the community.

Accomplishment 3: Formation of the Greater Baybrook Alliance
Outcome: This project is building new partnerships with a focus on a broad range of community revitalization
initiatives related to housing, economic development, community amenities, transportation, and other elements.
Projects:
Greater Baybrook Alliance: Under initial leadership by Strong City Baltimore, the City and County partnered to
form a targeted revitalization area under the name of Greater Baybrook (including the communities of Brooklyn
Park, Curtis Bay, and Brooklyn) and to develop a Greater Baybrook Vision and Action Plan. Upon submittal to
DHCD, the partnership was approved as eligible to apply for and administer grant funding through the Baltimore
Regional Neighborhood Initiative (BRNI). More recently a local community development agency known as the
Greater Baybrook Alliance has been created to oversee and promote revitalization efforts in these communities
using BRNI funds as well other funding sources available.
Projects in Brooklyn Park that have received BRNI funds and that are either ongoing or completed include:
- Expansion of the Property Rehabilitation and Acquisition Program;
- Retail Identity and Connectivity Program;
- Block Improvement Program;
- Community Spruce Up Grants;
- Rodent Abatement Program;
- Chesapeake Arts Center Makerspace;
- Retail Improvement Grants.
The total amount of BRNI funding awarded for projects in the Greater Baybrook Area, including Brooklyn Park
as well as Baltimore City, through FY19 is $2,985,000.
Partners:
Numerous partners have provided administrative, technical, outreach, and/or financial support including DHCD,
Strong City Baltimore, Greater Baybrook Alliance, Anne Arundel County, City of Baltimore, Arundel
Community Development Services Inc., Anne Arundel Economic Development Corp., other non-profit agencies,
and several community associations in both Brooklyn Park and the City of Baltimore.
Impact: The impacts to date have included improvements in residential properties, cultural amenities, public
health issues, community amenities, community outreach, and the development of strong community
partnerships.
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Accomplishment 4: Expansion of Chesapeake Arts Center Programs
Outcome: Brooklyn Park is evolving as a regional center for the cultural arts, with the Chesapeake Arts Center
(CAC) as the focus.
Projects:
Community Sculpture – designed and constructed with funding through BRNI ($16,000) and the Arts Council of
Anne Arundel County ($9000).
STEAM Makerspace – The CAC transformed a woodworking shop into a new Makerspace to support technology
training including a Graphic Design Lab. Funding was provided through BRNI grants, DHCD Special Operating
Grants, and State Capital Improvement Bond Bills.
Hal Gomer Art Gallery – This new art gallery at the CAC opened in 2015 and has hosted over 1,500 visitors to
monthly exhibits.
Façade and Signage Improvements – Improvements to the CAC’s façade, signage and lighting were completed.
Partners:
DHCD- provided financial assistance through BRNI grant funds ($25,000) and Special Operating Grants
($40,000) for the Makerspace.
Arts Council of Anne Arundel County – provided financial assistance for the community sculpture.
Anne Arundel County- provided financial assistance for facility improvements ($200,000).
Anne Arundel Economic Development Corp. – provided Arundel Community Reinvestment loans for signage,
benches and lighting.
Impact: These initiatives have resulted in increased patronage of the Chesapeake Arts Center and additional
offerings to the community.

Accomplishment 5: Rodent Abatement Program
Outcome: Reductions to the rodent infestation problem in the Brooklyn Park community.
Projects:
Rodent Abatement Program – This program initiated in 2017 is an integrated pest management approach to
controlling the rodent population. The County Department of Health conducted a door-to-door survey of nearly
1,500 residential properties to locate areas of rodent infestation as well as to provide education about proper trash
disposal. Free pesticide application was provided, and state of the art trash receptacles were also provided to
local residents. Commercial properties were also inspected for signs of infestation and proper trash disposal.
Based on a follow-up assessment, the number of properties with trash storage violations declined from 33% of the
properties surveyed (490 violations) to 3.5% (53 violations) after the first year of the program, and the number of
properties with active signs of rodents decreased from 12% to 3% over the same period.
Partners:
Anne Arundel County Department of Health – administered the program.
DHCD – provided financial assistance through BRNI grant funds ($200,000 in FY18).
Impact: The program is reducing a major public health problem and better educating residents to be proactive in
actions to minimize rodent infestation.
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Accomplishment 6: Stormwater Management Improvements
Outcome: Improvements to stormwater management and reduced pollutant loads
Projects:
County Stormwater Management Retrofits- Several stormwater management retrofit and stream restoration
projects are in the design phase or under construction that will result in pollutant load reductions to local
waterways. These are funded through the County Capital Improvement Program and include:
-Stormwater retrofits at Riverside Park, Brooklyn Park, and the Chesapeake Arts Center.
-Stream restoration of a Patapsco-Untitled tributary.
-Cabin Branch Stream Restoration.
-Manor House Lane/Sunnyfield Lane Stormwater Pond.
SHA Stormwater Pond Retrofits - A SWM pond retrofit project funded by SHA is under construction along I-695
and will treat 9.3 acres of impervious area. SHA is also funding tree plantings in the area.
Partners:
Anne Arundel County Deparatment of Public Works – contract management and capital funding.
SHA- provided financial and technical assistance.
Impact: These projects will result in reductions in nutrient, sediment and other pollutant loads to the Patapsco
River and Chesapeake Bay.

Descriptive Narrative: Please use this section to describe any major outcomes or projects from
your last Sustainable Communities Action Plan that have NOT been accomplished and why.
Outcome: A competitive business community and increased employment opportunities.
Narrative: While the area has seen some commercial property redevelopment, there has not been a significant
increase in employment opportunities for local residents in the community. Most commercial uses are retail
businesses that do not utilize large numbers of employees. Attraction of additional professional office uses would
provide increased opportunities for employment and help to create a more active mixed use environment.
Outcome: Façade improvements for commercial properties.
Narrative: There have been several commercial property renovations completed in the past five years. However,
there remain a number of properties that are in need of improvements relating to exterior facades, signage,
lighting, parking areas, and/or landscaping. Often grant or loan opportunities are either too competitive or too
cumbersome for private business owners to pursue. Additional funding opportunities for these types of
improvements would be beneficial in this area.
Outcome: Multipurpose trail on Belle Grove Road.
Narrative: The 2013 Action Plan recommended completion of a multipurpose trail along Belle Grove Road
between MD 2 and MD 648. To date funding has not been made available through State Highway
Administration to complete the project. Completion of the trail would provide a connection from the main
highway corridor in Brooklyn Park to the North Linthicum Light Rail Station and could ultimately link to the
BWI Trail as well as into Baltimore, and would benefit local residents.
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Outcome: Development of a public plaza or activity center within the commercial corridor.
Narrative: There are several County parks in the Brooklyn Park community that provide active recreation space.
However, the area would benefit from the location of a central public common or plaza within the primary
commercial corridor that would provide a place for public events, festivals, or gatherings. Redevelopment
projects to date have not provided opportunities for this type of amenity.
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SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY RENEWAL REPORT
PART II: COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT
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ENVIRONMENT
1. Has there been an
improvement in water
quality?

YES

NO

X

2. Has the amount of impervious
surface in your Community
been reduced? (Amount in
SF)
X

4. Did the Sustainable
Community implement any
recycling or waste reduction
programs?

X

5. Do all residents have access
to healthy food options (i.e.
fresh food grocery stores,
farmers markets etc.) within
the Sustainable Community?
OTHER:

X

If YES, specify in quantifiable units and compare values from the last five years
If NO, why not? What kept you from achieving your plan’s desired outcomes?

Four County stormwater management retrofit and stream restoration projects have
resulted in nutrient load reductions of 363 pounds of Total Nitrogen, 185 pounds of
Total Phosphorus, and 45,284 pounds of Total Suspended Solids. In addition, an SHA
stormwater pond retrofit provided treatment 9.3 acres of impervious area.
X

3. Have there been
improvements and/ or
additions to your park and/ or
recreational green space?

N/A

The area is highly urbanized. There have been no redevelopment projects that had
opportunities to substantially reduce impervious areas.

There have been no new parks developed in the Brooklyn Park community. However,
there have been significant upgrades to existing parks:
-Brooklyn Park I- parking lot, fencing, irrigation ($231,504).
-Brooklyn Heights Park – fencing ($25,730).
-Arundel Village Park – playground, signage, basketball courts ($70, 170).
-Hammonds Park – basketball court, parking lot, fencing ($19,810).
-Pumphrey Park- fencing, tennis and basketball courts, playground ($113,906).
-The Department of Public Works (DPW) conducted 19 community cleanup events in
the Brooklyn Park area between Oct. 2013 and Aug. 2018.
-DPW Solid Waste Bureau participated in 13 outreach events in the area, including
National Night Out, Shred-A-Rama, Northern Police-Community Relations Council,
and several community associations.
-DPW visited schools to present its recycling and sustainability messages to students
on seven occasions.
-DPW provided enhanced trash collection to three Brooklyn Park neighborhoods as an
element of the Rodent Control Program.
The Brooklyn Park Farmers Market operates on Mondays at the Brooklyn Park Middle
School during the summer months.
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ECONOMY

YES

1. Has there been an increase in
the number of new businesses
in your Main Street/
Commercial District?

2. Did the Municipality/
Sustainable Community area
receive any designations that
support local economic
development?

NO

X

X

N/A

If YES, specify in quantifiable units and compare values from the last five years
If NO, why not? What kept you from achieving your plan’s desired outcomes?

A new medical office has opened, but there has not been a significant increase in new
businesses.

Portions of Brooklyn Park (approximately 470 acres) were designated as an Enterprise
Zone in 2017. No businesses have applied for the potential tax credits to date.
Portions of Brooklyn Park were also designed as a State Opportunity Zone in 2018,
including the Brooklyn Heights, Pumphrey, and Belle Grove neighborhoods. This
designation will be valid for ten years.

3. Has there been an increase in
foot traffic in the Main
Street/commercial district?

X

Pedestrian amenities are available along the main commercial corridor, but the volume
of traffic, the character of the commercial development, and the lack of a community
plaza or destination place does not encourage pedestrian activity on a large scale.

4. Have the number of
commercial vacancies
decreased?

X

5. Has there been an increase in
local jobs within the
Sustainable Community for
its residents?

X

Vacancy rates have fluctuated over the past five years but have remained generally
within a healthy range. Within the 21225 zip code (which includes portions of the
Brooklyn neighborhood in Baltimore City as well), the retail vacancy rate has ranged
from 3.2% to 6.6% and currently stands at 4%, while the office vacancy rate has
ranged from a high of 8% to its current low of 2.8%.
The number of employees has not changed by a significant percentage over the
reporting period.

OTHER:
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TRANSPORTATION

YES

NO

N/A

If YES, specify in quantifiable units and compare values from the last five years
If NO, why not? What kept you from achieving your plan’s desired outcomes?

1. Has the amount of bike
trails/paths increased? How
many linear feet do the trails
cover?

X

No funding has been available.

2. Have there been
improvements to the public
transit infrastructure?

X

There have been some bus shelter improvements along Ritchie Highway but not in the
immediate Brooklyn Park community.

3. Has there been an increase in
sidewalks? (Amount in linear
feet)

X

There has been no increase in sidewalks. New development or redevelopment projects
have occurred in areas already served by existing sidewalks.

4. Have there been any roadway
improvements that support
“Complete” or “Green”
streets?

X

There have not been additional multimodal facility improvements such as on-road
bicycle lanes or new sidewalks. However, the County Bureau of Highways
rehabilitated twenty lane miles of local roads in Brooklyn Park over the past five years.

5. Has traffic congestion along
major roads decreased?
(Amount in percent)

X

There have been increases in Average Annual Daily Traffic volumes from 2013 to
2016 on three of the major thoroughfares in Brooklyn Park – MD 2 Ritchie Highway
(5% increase), MD 170 Belle Grove Road (4% increase), and Hammonds Lane (4%).

OTHER:
Alleyway Improvements

X

Although only FY19 funding is approved, the Bureau of Highways has a new multiyear Capital Program project to rehabilitate 98 alleys in Brooklyn Park and Glen
Burnie. Currently, the longest Alley 69 in Brooklyn Park is being resurfaced. FY19
appropriation includes funding to conduct a study to assess conditions, feasibility,
scope of work, and critical issues to be resolved on the rest of the County’s alley
inventory in order to quantify the entire effort and determine future funding needs.
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HOUSING
1. Have any residential facades
been improved?

YES

NO

X

N/A

If YES, specify in quantifiable units and compare values from the last five years
If NO, why not? What kept you from achieving your plan’s desired outcomes?

Using the Property Rehabilitation and Acquisition Program, Arundel Community
Development Services Inc. acquired and rehabilitated 19 homes in Brooklyn Park as
rental units since 2013. These are typically complete rehabilitations including internal
renovations, not just façade improvements. ACDS also rehabilitated 12 owner
occupied units in Brooklyn Park.

2. Has the home ownership rate
increased?

X

The homeownership rate has remained relatively unchanged in recent years. Roughly
80% of units were owner occupied in 2013 compared to 76% in 2016.

3. Has there been an increase in
the number of housing units
in the Sustainable Community
area? What number and/or
percent are affordable?

X

There has not been a significant increase in housing units over the past five years. The
new Woodfall Greens residential apartment development is under construction with
expected completion in 2019, and will provide 230 new apartment units.

4. Has there been demolition of
blighted properties?

5. Has the residential vacancy
rate decreased?

X

Residential demolitions have been minimal. There were demolition permits issued for
seven residential properties over the reporting period.

X

The residential vacancy rate has remained relatively unchanged in recent years.
Roughly 9% of residential units were vacant in 2013 compared to 10% in 2016.

OTHER:
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QUALITY OF LIFE

YES

1. Has there been a decrease in
crime rate?

NO
X

N/A

If YES, specify in quantifiable units and compare values from the last five years
If NO, why not? What kept you from achieving your plan’s desired outcomes?

Statistical data for criminal offenses in the Brooklyn Park community have remained at
relatively consistent levels since 2013. This is the case for both Part I offenses (serious
offenses) and Part II (lesser) offenses.

2. Have there been
improvements and/ or
additions to your public
spaces (i.e. museums,
community centers, public
plazas)?

X

An expansion of the Brooklyn Park Senior Activity Center has been funded and the
design is completed. Construction will begin in Fall 2018 and be completed in Spring
2019. The improvements will include a foyer/reception area and three additional
classroom spaces which will include a billiards room and a fitness equipment room.
Improvements to the North County Recreation Center in 2017-18 included interior
painting, courtyard repairs, and a new dance floor.

3. Has there been an increase in
public art/ arts &
entertainment
programs/venues (i.e. murals,
movie theatre, music events)?

X

The Chesapeake Arts Center has seen an increase in participation in all of its arts
programming over the past several years. Since 2015, CAC's arts education programs
open to the public have seen an enrollment increase of 56%, and grant-funded free outof-school time arts programs have served over 700 children in the Brooklyn Park
community. Since opening in 2015, the Hal Gomer Art Gallery located at CAC has
hosted over 1,500 visitors to monthly exhibits. The CAC works with many local
schools and arts organizations to host creative events in its two venues, and has seen an
increase in overall attendance at these events of 14% over the past two years.

4. How many historic properties
were renovated/improved?

5. Are there any residential
health and wellness
opportunities in place (i.e.
athletic facilities, recreational
indoor/ outdoor courses or
groups)?

X

X

There are seven historic properties on the County Historic Resources Inventory in
Brooklyn Park. There is also a historic district – the Belle Grove Linear and Pumphrey
Survey District. The North Arundel Cultural Preservation Society has researched and
identified numerous individual buildings in this district that warrant historic
protections but has not completed the requisite MIHP forms for them to receive local
protections. Many would likely be eligible for the National Register, and might be
eligible for the State Tax Credits should rehabilitation be proposed. Additional
investigation and documentation is warranted.
Recreation Programs Provided in Brooklyn Park:
The following are current users of athletic facilities in the Brooklyn Park area:
Brooklyn Park Cyclones (Baseball, Basketball, Soccer, and Softball); Brooklyn Park
Broncos (Football and Cheerleading); Spanish Soccer (Adult and Youth Soccer).
Child Care Programs Provided in the Brooklyn Park Area:
During the school year, Belle Grove Child Enrichment Center is host to an after school
care program at a reduced fee to parents on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. The
Park Child Enrichment Center is host to an after school care program at a reduced fee
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to parents on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The Brooklyn Park School Age Child Care
Center is host to a before care program at the regular price, and an afterschool program
at a reduced fee to parents Monday-Friday.
All three programs maintain child care licenses which require at least 30 minutes of
active/outdoor play daily. The programs strive for 60 minutes daily depending upon
school hours. All three programs also partner with the Board of Education’s Food &
Nutrition Services Program to provide free healthy dinner to all of the children
enrolled.
During the summer, the Department of Recreation & Parks provides Fun N’ Play sites
at significantly reduced fees to parents/community for child care at three locations in
the Brooklyn Park community, four days per week for four weeks. All of these sites
also strive for health and wellness, physical activity and partnering with the Board of
Education’s Food & Nutrition Services to provide free healthy lunch to the enrolled
children. The sites are Park Child Enrichment Center, Cedar Morris Community
Center and Pumphrey Community Center.
The North County Recreation Center provides residents programs in dance, karate, arts
and crafts, camps, and a year round Pre-School Pals recreation program. It offers Teen
Club after school to students at Brooklyn Park Middle School and partners in the
Community of Hope and the Farmers Market Programs along with the Board of
Education, Health Department, Police and Fire. In the coming months a Food Pantry
will be opening in the Recreation Center which will provide nutrition and cooking
programs.
OTHER:
Public Schools

Additional Kindergarten classroom space was completed at Park Elementary School in
2018.
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LAND USE/
LOCAL PLANNING

YES

NO

1. Have there been any infill
developments?

X

2. Has there been an increase in
the amount of
preserved/protected land?

X

3. Have there been any
developments hindered by
growth constraints?

X

N/A

If YES, specify in quantifiable units and compare values from the last five years
If NO, why not? What kept you from achieving your plan’s desired outcomes?

The majority of new development has involved redevelopment of improved sites. The
proposed Cedar Hill Planned Unit Development is a significant infill opportunity. The
project is still in the planning and development review stages but may ultimately
provide as many as 1,300 new residential units.
Brooklyn Park is one of the more urbanized areas in the County and does not have
many new opportunities for land preservation. However, the County is under
discussions with the owners of the former Belle Grove sand and gravel mining site
(currently undergoing reclamation), and one alternative being examined would involve
acquisition of a portion of the site for development as a regional park.
No developments have been hindered in recent years. However, Brooklyn Park is
located in the North County High School feeder district, and that school is currently
closed to new students due to capacity constraints. The School Utilization Chart is
updated regularly and changes can occur on an annual basis.

4. Have there been any zoning
or any policy changes that
have fostered growth in your
Sustainable Community?

X

The Ritchie Highway commercial corridor was renewed as a County Commercial
Revitalization Area and the associated property tax credit program was extended.

5. Have there been any
significant improvements to
the municipal infrastructure
within the Sustainable
Community (i.e. street
lighting, water/sewer lines)?

X

DPW Bureau of Highways repaired or replaced 25 closed storm drain structures (inlets,
manholes, outfalls) and installed 1,500 feet of storm drain pipes to replace and extend
the storm drain system in Brooklyn P ark. In addition, 115 handicap ramps were either
installed or replaced, and roughly 14% of the sidewalks in Brooklyn Park were
repaired or replaced (roughly 50,000 LF)..

OTHER:
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COMPETITIVE FUNDING:
Use the rows below to list competed funds sought
for sustainability or revitalization projects since
receiving Sustainable Communities designation.
Community Legacy (CL):
 Property Acquisition and Rehabilitation
Program

Source
(federal, state,
foundation, etc.)
DHCD

Strategic Demolition Fund (SDF): N/A

DHCD

Community Safety & Enhancement Program:

MDOT

Maryland Bikeways Program: N/A

MDOT

Sidewalk Retrofit Program: N/A

MDOT

Water Quality Revolving Loan Fund: N/A

MDE

Amount
Received
$150,000
(FY14)
$200,000
(FY15)
$200,000
(FY16)

If no funding was received, what technical or
other assistance from the state would help
with future applications?

Other Notes
Program
administered by
Arundel
Community
Development
Services, Inc.
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Sustainable Communities Renewal Application - Section B
COMPETITIVE FUNDING:
Use the rows below to list competed funds sought
for sustainability or revitalization projects since
receiving Sustainable Communities designation.

Source
(federal, state,
foundation, etc.)

Amount
Received

If no funding was received, what technical or
other assistance from the state would help
with future applications?

Other Notes

Other Funding Programs: examples are U.S. HUD Community Development Block Grants (CDBG), or grants from USDA, EPA, Appalachian Regional
Commission, Chesapeake Bay Trust, Maryland Heritage Areas Association, Preservation Maryland, Safe Routes to School, Maryland Rural Development
Corporation, Maryland Energy Administration, Maryland Department of Natural Resources, etc.

*Please add more rows if necessary
Baltimore Regional Neighborhood Initiative
(BRNI):
 Property Acquisition and Rehabilitation
Program
 Greater Baybrook Retail Identity and
Connectivity Project
 Block Improvement Program
 Community Spruce Up Grants
 Rodent Abatement Program
 Chesapeake Arts Center Makerspace
 Baybrook Retail Improvement Grant

DHCD

$710,000
(FY17)
$1,475,000
(FY18)
$700,000
(FY19)

Programs
administered by
ACDS Inc., Greater
Baybrook Alliance,
Anne Arundel
Health Department,
Chesapeake Arts
Center

U.S. HUD CBDG:
 Property Acquisition and Rehabilitation
Program

U.S. HUD

$2,624,100
over past five
years

Program
administered by
ACDS, Inc.

Lead Hazard Reduction Grant and Loan
Program:
 Property Acquisition and Rehabilitation
Program

DHCD

$385,160
over past five
years

Program
administered by
ACDS, Inc.

Maryland Neighborhood Conservation Initiative
(NCI):
 Property Acquisition and Rehabilitation
Program

DHCD

$441,800
over past five
years

Program
administered by
ACDS, Inc.
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Sustainable Communities Renewal Application - Section B
COMPETITIVE FUNDING: Are there any types of projects/needs for which your Sustainable Community needs funding; however, there isn't a funding source?
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Sustainable Community Action Plan
Brooklyn Park Sustainable Community
Submitted by Anne Arundel County
10/5/2018

Sustainable Community Action Plan Update – Section C

Environment
(Environmental strengths and weaknesses can include but are not limited to quality of land, water, air, watersheds, tree canopy, risk of sea
level rise, carbon footprint, energy conservation, access to local foods, green infrastructure, stormwater infrastructure/management, parks,
trails and recreation, recycling, water and sewer capacity, etc)

Strengths



Weaknesses

Six community parks provide both active and passive recreational
opportunities.
Two large infill sites offer opportunities for brownfields redevelopment.

Desired Outcomes and Progress
Measures
Outcome 1: Improved stormwater management and
reduced pollutant loads from stormwater runoff.
Progress Measures: Complete additional SWM
retrofit projects currently under design as identified
by the County Watershed Protection and Restoration
Services.
Outcome 2: Increased green infrastructure in the
community.
Progress Measures: Identify at least two opportunity
sites for additional green infrastructure and secure
funding for feasibility study, acquisition, and/or
design.




The community is one of the more urbanized areas in the County;
therefore there is a lack of green infrastructure and natural areas.
Most of the area was developed prior to current and more
stringent stormwater management regulations and requirements
for Environmental Site Design.

Strategies and Action Items

Strategy A: Incorporate environmental site design features in all redevelopment
and infill projects to the maximum extent practicable to reduce stormwater
pollutant loads.
Strategy B: In addition to the County Capital Improvement Program, identify
and pursue all other grant funding sources to help finance watershed
restoration initiatives.
Strategy A: Complete the Ballman Court project in Brooklyn Heights by
transferring ownership of the interior courtyard area to the County and
developing the space as a small urban park.
Strategy B: Should the County acquire all or portions of the former Belle Grove
sand and gravel mining site, incorporate green infrastructure into any
redevelopment plans. If portions are developed as a regional park, include
areas of passive use green infrastructure.

Implementation Partners
County Dept. of Public Works,
Bureau of Engineering;
County Office of Planning and
Zoning;
MD Department of Environment;
Private Developers

County Office of Planning and
Zoning;
County Department of Recreation
and Parks;
ACDS, Inc.

Sustainable Community Action Plan Update – Section C

Economy
(Economic strengths and weaknesses can include but are not limited to regional accessibility, business attraction/retention, health of the
business district and commercial vacancies, workforce/employment and economic drivers, local policies/regulations, marketing, tourism,
cultural and historic assets)

Strengths



Weaknesses

The community is located in close proximity to downtown Baltimore, BWI
Airport, and surrounding employment opportunities.
Three shopping centers and other retail uses along the primary commercial
corridor offer a range of goods and services that cater to the local neighborhood
market.

Desired Outcomes and Progress
Measures
Outcome 1: The Brooklyn Park commercial
corridor is an increasingly desirable place to
open or expand a business.





There are a few vacant or under-utilized properties along the main
commercial corridor.
Some older commercial properties have poor visual appeal and are in
need of renovation.
Disinvestment in older commercial core areas such as Brooklyn Park, with
new development and businesses locating in other parts of the County.

Strategies and Action Items

Implementation Partners

Strategy A: Create partnerships with private stakeholders including realtors, lenders,
business owners, and developers to focus attention on priority commercial sites for
new business attraction and expansion.

AAEDC;
County Office of Planning and
Zoning;
Greater Baybrook Alliance;
MD Department of Commerce;
MD DHCD

Outcome 2: A more positive community
identity that will attract new businesses,
residents, and patrons.

Strategy A: Implement recommendations from the 2016 Baybrook Retail Market
Analysis and the 2018 Community Branding Plan including neighborhood-specific
logos and signage.

AAEDC;
Greater Baybrook Alliance;
MD Department of Commerce;
MD DHCD

Progress Measures: Complete the Greater
Baybrook Community Branding and Marketing
Plan.
Outcome 3: A highly trained and skilled
workforce.

Strategy B: Develop a marketing strategy plan.

Progress Measures: Vacant and underutilized
commercial retail and office space has been
occupied.

Progress Measures: Increased workforce
development activities are held in the Brooklyn Park
community.

Strategy A: Provide local on-site workforce development activities within the Brooklyn
Park community, including recruitment services, job fairs, and worker training.

Anne Arundel Workforce
Development Corp.;
AAEDC

Sustainable Community Action Plan Update – Section C

Transportation
(Transportation strengths and weaknesses can include access to transit corridors, pedestrian safety and accessibility/sidewalks, alternative
modes of transportation, such as bikeways and trails, public transit, such as bus and rail, carpooling, proximity to transportation centers,
parking, road conditions)
Strengths




Access to a good regional highway network (I-695, I-97, I-895).
Access to public transit via the MTA Light Rail and bus transit service.
Most commercial areas and many residential communities have existing
sidewalks.

Desired Outcomes and Progress Measures




Weaknesses
Lack of complete connectivity between all neighborhoods and key
public facilities, services, and regional bicycle trails.
Poorly maintained alleyways that have resulted in safety and
nuisance issues.

Strategies and Action Items

Outcome 1: Increase transit ridership with better
connectivity to the local and regional transit network.

Strategy A: Focus on last-mile solutions to increase transit ridership (bike paths,
better sidewalk connectivity, zonal bus shuttle service).

Progress Measures: Monitor monthly ridership at
area Light Rail stations and bus stops and evaluate
trends.

Strategy B: Identify improvements needed along Belle Grove Road, Hammonds
Lane, and Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd. to improve pedestrian and bicycle access to
the Light Rail and to MTA bus transit, and seek funding for feasibility or design
studies.
Strategy A: Identify where gaps or safety concerns exist, evaluate alternative
solutions, and rank improvements needed in order of priority.

Outcome 2: Better pathway connections to local
schools, parks, and community facilities.
Progress Measures: Complete an assessment of
pedestrian and bicycle connectivity to key destination
places in the community.

Strategy B: Seek funding assistance through SHA’s Community Safety and
Enhancement Program for sidewalks, crosswalks, lighting, or other pedestrian
amenities where needed.

Outcome 3: Local alleyways are safer and free of
nuisances.

Strategy A: Develop and prioritize a schedule for completing alleyway
improvements to include paving, lighting, and trash and weed control.

Progress Measures: Complete a study to assess the
scope of work, critical issues, and funding needs to
improve all County alleyways in the Brooklyn Park
community.

Strategy B: Expand Capital funding to complete the program.

Implementation Partners
State Highway Administration;
MD Transit Administration;
County Department of Public
Works;
County Office of Transportation;
Greater Baybrook Alliance
County Department of Public
Works;
County Office of Transportation;
County Department of Recreation
and Parks;
County Board of Education;
State Highway Administration
County Department of Public Works

Sustainable Community Action Plan Update – Section C

Housing
(Housing strengths and weaknesses can include affordability, homeownership vs rental, housing stock diversity, housing condition and value,
housing programs, foreclosures, residential vacancies, property values, home sale values)





Strengths
A good stock of affordable housing relative to other parts of the County.
A diverse range of housing types including single family homes,
rowhomes, apartments, and housing for elderly of moderate means.
Investments in the area include a new 230-unit apartment complex, and
plans for 1,300 new homes in a planned unit development.

Desired Outcomes and Progress Measures
Outcome 1: Aging and deteriorating rowhomes,
particularly in the Brooklyn Heights and Arundel
Village neighborhoods, have been transformed to
quality affordable housing options.
Progress Measures: Twenty additional rowhomes
will be acquired and renovated for rent to qualified
households, and twenty owner-occupied rowhomes
will be rehabilitated.
Outcome 2: Properties are maintained and in
compliance with building, health, and zoning codes.
Progress Measures: A decline in the number of code
violations over the next five years.





Weaknesses
Some residential neighborhoods, primarily older rowhome blocks,
experience scattered nuisance and aesthetic issues and poor
upkeep of properties.
Issues with zoning code violations including trash and debris,
unregistered vehicles, and junk as well as building code violations.

Strategies and Action Items
Strategy A: Continue and expand marketing of the Property Acquisition and
Rehabilitation Program in the Brooklyn Heights and Arundel Village
neighborhoods, and consider whether the program should be expanded to
include the Belle Grove neighborhood.

Implementation Partners
ACDS, Inc.;
Greater Baybrook Alliance;
County Office of Planning and
Zoning;
MD DHCD

Strategy B: Market the Block Beautification and Spruce Up Grant programs to
identify and implement community improvement projects.

Strategy A: Create a staff position with the Greater Baybrook Alliance to serve
as a liaison between the communities and the County’s code enforcement
offices, and to help educate community residents about code compliance.

County Department of Inspections
and Permits;
County Office of Planning and
Zoning;
County Department of Health;
Greater Baybrook Alliance

Sustainable Community Action Plan Update – Section C

Quality of Life
(Strengths and weaknesses can include crime, socio-economic demographics, educational opportunities, museums, libraries, historic and
cultural assets, civic amenities, faith-based organizations, economic health of households, sense of place, etc)




Strengths
A variety of community facilities that are well utilized by local residents
including a library, six County parks, four schools, a senior center, and a
recreation center.
A regional arts center that offers classes, performances, and special
events.

Desired Outcomes and Progress Measures





Weaknesses
There are a number of child care programs available in the area, but
there is a lack of teen programs and activities to engage middle and
high school aged youth.
The greater community lacks a central public activity space in a
visible area that could bring diverse neighborhoods together for
outdoor events and activities.

Strategies and Action Items

Outcome 1: Brooklyn Park serves as a regional center
for the cultural arts.

Strategy A: Add or expand program offerings at the CAC to attract a wider and
more diverse range of patrons.

Progress Measures: Increased patronage at the
Chesapeake Arts Center (CAC).

Strategy B: Continue to build partnerships with local businesses to provide
sponsorships and create business promotions.

Outcome 2: A range of accessible and affordable
after-school programs are available for teen youth.

Strategy A: Expand after school activities at the Chesapeake Arts Center and
North County Recreation Center, and focus on providing more programming
activities in a range of topics to garner more interest among local youth and
particularly teens.

Progress Measures: Increases in the number of local
teens participating in organized activities.

Strategy B: Evaluate the feasibility of constructing a teen recreation center in
Brooklyn Heights Park.

Implementation Partners
Chesapeake Arts Center;
Local businesses

County Department of Recreation
and Parks;
Chesapeake Arts Center;
Greater Baybrook Alliance

Sustainable Community Action Plan Update – Section C

Local Planning and Land Use
(Strengths and weaknesses in the local planning and land use subject area include but are not limited to zoning, land use, policies, taxes and
fees, historical patterns of development, lot sizes and shapes, etc)




Strengths
The area was developed before the era of rapid suburbanization and
offers a denser and more urban type of setting than most parts of the
County.
Residential development patterns allow for walkable neighborhoods in
proximity to services and amenities.
Use of a commercial revitalization zoning overlay creates some flexibility
for redevelopment opportunities along with a tax credit option.

Desired Outcomes and Progress Measures
Outcome 1: A more vibrant and attractive
commercial corridor along Ritchie Highway.
Progress Measures: A number of older commercial
properties have made improvements to increase their
visual appeal.



Weaknesses
Historical pattern of commercial development along the MD 2
corridor makes the creation of an attractive, vibrant, and
pedestrian friendly commercial district challenging.

Strategies and Action Items
Strategy A: Evaluate County development and zoning ordinances to determine
whether any revisions or incentives can be added to facilitate redevelopment of
older commercial properties.
Strategy B: Identify opportunities to create or expand planting buffers to screen
large commercial parking lots from Ritchie Highway.
Strategy C: Expand marketing and outreach efforts to increase applications of
all County and State financial incentives for commercial revitalization, such as
the Baybrook Retail Improvement Grant and the Arundel Community
Reinvestment Loan.

Implementation Partners
County Office of Planning and
Zoning;
AAEDC;
Greater Baybrook Alliance;
MD Department of Commerce;
MD DHCD
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