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Sustainable Communities 2021 Renewal Considerations
The Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (the
Department) recognizes that the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in
challenges for local governments in preparing Sustainable Community renewal
applications. These may include staff absences as well as difficulty convening
public meetings and workgroups needed to prepare renewal applications.
In response to these concerns, during the COVID-19 state of emergency and
catastrophic health emergency only, local governments may opt to participate
in the COVID-19 abbreviated application for renewal, rather than the standard
designation renewal process. Traditionally, the Sustainable Communities
workgroup convenes to develop and submit a renewal application, that
includes public input. However, the Department recognized that this may not be
possible during the state of emergency.
The COVID-19 abbreviated application for renewalwill include:
1. A transmittal letter containing the following:
a. Request to utilize the COVID-19 abbreviated application;
b. Statement affirming no changes to the previous Sustainable
Community Action Plan or boundary (see attached letter
template).
2. A copy of the previous Sustainable Community Action Plan.
3. Completed COVID-19 Renewal Summary including assessment worksheet
(attached).
Requests for boundary modifications may not come through the COVID-19
abbreviated application. Additionally, if there are significant changes to the
community and/or the strategy, the renewal application should be submitted
through the traditional Sustainable Communities renewal application process.
Please be aware that capital project applications to Community Legacy,
Strategic Demolition Fund and others ask how the particular project fits in with
the Sustainable Communities Action Plan. If you find that there is a mismatch
between capital projects you would like to pursue and the current Sustainable
Community Action Plan, we encourage you to pursue the traditional renewal
application process and/or plan to submit a plan amendment as soon as you
possibly can.

Whichever renewal application is chosen, Regional Project Managers at the
Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development will continue to
be available to respond to questions and assist local governments with
preparation of Sustainable Community renewal applications.
Frequently Asked Questions
Why would a community choose the COVID-19 abbreviated application for
renewal?
A: Social distancing due to COVID-19 has made it difficult for local governments
to convene Sustainable Communities workgroups to share ideas and develop
local plans. Staff absences for health and related issues have made it difficult for
staff to complete tasks related to the renewal application process.
Local governments requesting Sustainable Community boundary modification
must go through the traditional renewal application process. Local governments
making substantial modifications to Sustainable Community plans and strategies
may be directed to submit through the standard Sustainable Community
renewal application. Determination by DHCD staff may be on a case by case
basis and if larger changes need to be made we may work with you on
updating through the standard application process. If you are unsure regarding
whether your Sustainable Community renewal is appropriate for the COVID-19
abbreviated or standard renewal application process, you are encouraged to
contact program staff.
What is the deadline for submission?
A: Sustainable Communities renewal, whether through the traditional or COVID19 abbreviated process, must be submitted prior to the expiration date. As
usual, for communities where there are active capital projects through such
programs as Community Legacy, award agreements may not be executed nor
can award funds be disbursed until the renewal application has been approved
by the appropriate governing body (usually the Smart Growth Coordinating
Committee).
When will the special COVID-19 abbreviated application for renewal end?
A: The COVID-19 abbreviated application option will close once the Governor
has lifted the Declaring a State of Emergency and Existence of Catastrophic
Health Emergency – COVID-19, dated March 5, 2020

https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/ProclamationCOVID-19.pdf.
Any Sustainable Communities set to expire between now and three months past
the lifted Order may opt to utilize the COVID-19 renewal application process.
How long will the renewed Action Plan be valid?
A: Once approved, Sustainable Community designations regardless of renewal
application process will have a term of five years. Local governments will
continue to have the opportunity to submit amendments and updates to the
application during the five-year term as appropriate. We encourage
communities to submit an updated action plan if priorities have shifted and/or
new strategies are being pursued.
Does this apply to new designations?
A: No, this policy pertains to renewal designations at risk of lapse only.

COVID-19 Abbreviated Application Assessment and Accomplishments
Worksheet
1) Have there been any significant changes to the size of the community,
such as population or through annexation? No
a) If yes, please describe:
2) Are there any strategy shifts within an Action Plan component? No
a) If yes, please describe:
3) Do you request any technical assistance from the State in implementing
Sustainable Community Action Plan strategies? No
a) If yes, please describe:
4) Have you been awarded any revitalization-related State funds in the past
five years? For example, DHCD Community Legacy, DHCD Strategic
Demolition Fund, MDOT Community Safety and Enhancement, MDOT
Bikeways, MDOT Sidewalk Retrofit, MDE Water Quality Revolving Loan
Fund. We have not been awarded revitalization-related funding but we
did receive funding from the MDE Water Quality Revolving Loan Program
in 2018 for a new Well.
a) If yes, please list the State department, name of the program,
description of the project and amount of awarded funds: The Town
was awarded a loan in the amount of $982,310 which will have a
50% loan forgiveness 10 years after the project is completed. The
new Well project is scheduled to be completed in October 2021.
5) Have you been awarded any federal CARES Act funding and/or State
emergency COVID funds? No
a) If yes, please list name of the program, description of the project
and amount of awarded funds:
6) Please list and describe any significant accomplishments over the past
five years as a Sustainable Community. Examples may include the launch
of a new façade improvement program, number of senior housing repairs,
linear feet of sidewalk replaced, etc. We have completed Nace’s Park as
presented under Environment in our plan.

7) Have anticipated needs or strategies shifted during the COVID-19
pandemic? Relatedly, has the ongoing pandemic uncovered community
needs previously undetected? No
a) If yes, please describe:

