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The included maps show the risk of various hazards by county, combined with the percentage of low/moderate income people in that county, to create a relative risk rating of the likelihood that a specific hazard will impact low/moderate income communities.

The hazard risk data for this analysis was derived from the Hazard Identification & Risk Assessment portion of the State of Maryland 2021 Hazard Mitigation Plan update, as provided through the analysis performed by AECOM, inc.  The low/moderate income data was provided by the Maryland Department of Housing & Community Development, as supplied to them by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

A single metric was created to display the relative risk rating of each hazard to low/moderate income communities in a given county.  To do this, the hazard risk rating was given a numerical value, based on a scale of 0-100 (where low = 20, medium low = 40, medium = 60, medium high = 80, and high = 100).  The low/moderate income community data is the number of low/moderate income people in each county, expressed as the percentage of the total county population, and is therefore on a scale of 0-100.  The two values were then added to create a combined low/moderate income hazard risk rating, on a scale of 0-200.  A standard deviation calculator was used to divide the resulting set of county risk values for each hazard into five risk groups: low, medium low, medium, medium high, and high.  The “medium” risk group was centered on the mean (average) risk rating for each hazard, with each group containing the values in a range equal to one standard deviation.
  
