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High Speed Internet For A Better Future.

Notice of Funding Opportunity
FY24 Home Stretch — Public Housing

Purpose

The Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD)
through the Office of Statewide Broadband (OSB) is administering funding
for the Connect Maryland: FY24 Home Stretch — Public Housing Grant
Program (HS-PH).

The FY24 Public Housing Broadband Grant Program is a new program that
will utilize $45,000,000 of Coronavirus Capital Projects Fund (CPF) to provide
financial assistance to local jurisdictions to further the state’s digital access
efforts. This grant opportunity will fund projects focused on bringing high-
speed internet access to publically owned, low income housing that lack
reliable broadband service at the individual dwelling units.

Applicant Eligibility Criteria
To be eligible to apply, an applicant must meet the following criteria:

e Localjurisdictions (county or municipal), including recognized
jurisdictional housing authorities, that own and maintain a stock of
publicly supported housing for low- and moderate-income households
are eligible to apply for program funding.

Eligible Uses of Funds
Grant funds may be used to finance:

e installation or extension of wiring necessary to deliver wireless service
to the public areas;

e installation of end user facilities including wiring, wireless access points
and necessary electronics;



e educational and technical assistance outreach to support adoption;
and

e the extension of fiber optic facilities to a publicly owned housing
structure.

*Eligible projects must be designed to reliably provide a minimum
internet connectivity of 100 Mbps down and 100 Mbps up with exceptions
as identified in the application guide.

Funding Criteria

The Office will facilitate the award of financial assistance for up to 75% for the
construction of broadband service installation to an unserved location. The
mMaximum grant request amount is $9,000,000; the minimum grant amount
is $500,000.

« Only applications that are fully complete at submission will be
considered for funding.

Application Process

e NOFA release: Tuesday, October 12, 2023

e Application submission to OSB via email opens: Tuesday, October 12,
2023

o Application submission closes: Friday, December 22, 2023

« Funding announcements expected to be made February, 2024.

All applications and supporting documents must be submitted via email to:
OSB.MD@Maryland.gov.

Application Requirements

In addition to basic organizational information and completion of the
application form, the following information and attachments will be required
in order for an application to be considered complete.

1. Project Summary: The project summary should explain how the
project will further the OSB's goal of closing the digital divide. The
summary will require the following information:

o Executive Summary


mailto:OSB.MD@Maryland.gov

o Statement of Experience

o Network Design

o Community Profile

o Subscriber Cost

o Potential Barriers

o Schedule

o Funding Scope and Budget

Application Attachments

All of the following attachments will be required in the application
submission in order for the application to be considered complete:

e Completed & signed Application form

e Application requirements as detailed above and in the Program
Application Guide

o |IRS W-9 Request for Taxpayer ldentification Number and Certification



